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Balance of Power, participation in world trade, which fosters
egoism and war, and the striving for world domination. Nothing,
he declares, is more repugnant to the German spirit than a
universal ^Empire which would destroy spiritual life and defeat
its c./n aims, for it could only be brought together by rapacity,
barbaric brutality and ruthless egotism. la this way it may be
possible to plunder and devastate the world, and to crush it to a
sullen chaos, but it will never be possible to create a well-ordered
. universal^ monarchy. He also deprecate$ the widespread habit
of admiring the "great genius" in power, i.e. Napoleon: it
implies a measure of greatness which is un-German. The
German measure is enthusiasm for ideas beneficial to the
peoples.
In 1813 the war of liberation broke out for which Fichte had
yearned. But he was not carried away by the enthusiasm of the
patriots ; he did not glorify war or excite the passions against the
enemy. He pondered the question whether the war was really
national or merely dynastic. A nation presupposed a representa-
tive system, founded on liberty, civil equality and mutual trust,
while an aristocratic system implied slavery, oppression and
exploitation of the people. The King of Prussia, he hoped,
would unify Germany, but after his death a republic without
princes and hobility would be set up. Prussia, the most enlight-
ened State of the time, would after the war be peaceable, content
with having recovered her ancient territories. In the same draft
he also said that it was not merely the future of Germany which
was at stake, If only German interests were to be considered it
would matter little whether a part of Germany was governed by
a French General like Bernadotte, who at least had once experi-
enced in his mind the inspiring vision of liberty, rather than by
a German nobleman, inflated by pride, uncivilized, and full of
shameful brutality and arrogance. In another work of 1813 he
stated that the final aim of political development was an era of
universal justice. The warlike spirit would be overcome by love
of peace. The reign of law and reason would be the first step
to the advent of the kingdom of Christ.
Fichte intended to take part in the war as a preacher of his
principles, and also trained in the Home Guard, though he felt
that the use of arms was alien to him. Soon, however, he became
the victim of an epidemic and died.
Like all great thinkers, Fichte has stimulated very different
currents of thought, and his own thought was not free from
inconsistencies and excentricities. Some of his ideas have been